bait. Through the years it had
fallen into disuse and frogs had
taken over. Frogs and polliwogs
could be found in it every Spring,
The "Minnie Box" was explored by
every child who went to school there,
Each year some of the frog's eggs
were brought up into the classrooms
and placed in fish bowls where they
grew into polliwoge. Hence, the
name, "Polliwog School", is still
the affectionate name by which

the Northeast, now called the
Northeast Annex, is still known,




QUARRIES

It was quite logical that
Rockville should abound in rocks,
In days gone by large quantities
of rock was quarried here., Out-
croppings of ledges all along the
east side of Fox Hill and Gaynor
Hill indicated to the early set-
tlers where quarries might be
located,

In opening a quarry all the
earth surrounding the ledge had %to
be removed by hand with pickaxes
and shovels., Then with crowpars,
shims, wedges, hand stone drills
and at times a little black.
powder to open up a seam, slabs of
granite were mined,

Mr. Farrell's quarry on White
Street was equipped with a tall
wooden derrick operated by two men
turning cranks, for there were no
gasoline engines or electric motors
to furnish the power, This derrick
lifted huge stone slabs out of the
quarry onto wooden horses where it
was dressed by hand with chisels.
The slabs were then again picked up
by the derrick and lowered on to
heavy ox-drawn wagons to be hauled
to their destination.

The stone mason was an impor-
tant and necessary craftsman at the



quarry., These were very powerful
men who mined from the earth great
stones using only the simplest of
tools., If one inspects the curb
stones in the center.of Rockville
today he can still see the holes
which were drilled in quarrying them.
There were about fifteen holes
drilled in a straight line to the
depth of four inches. Then with
shims and wedges inserted in these
holes the stone was sliced to size,
These curb stones were cut about
three feet wide, eight feet long

and about ten inches thick. To

cut the arc or curved stone needed

_ for all the places where the curb
turned a corner was the job of an
expert craftsman such as Mr. Gunder-
man of Germantown who working only
with levers and bars set the corners
so tightly that they formed a wedge
themselves.

Rockville was one of the first
cities in the State to install curb-
ings so that the water rushing down
the hillsides after a storm would
not flow over the sidwalks. Much
of the output of our local quarries
was used for this purpose. On Uunion,
West Main, Prospect, Park, School
and Village Streets as well as
Talcott Avenue and many others
heavy curbings were installed over
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one hundred years ago and are
still in good repair, while the
cement curbs poured seventy=five
years |ater have crumbled,

Rockville's largest quarry at
the end of Quarry Street, Jjust north
of Gaynor Place, furnished great
quantities of buflding stone, much
of which was used to construct the
"Great Walls of Rockville'" on High
Street, Prospect Street, Lower and
Middle Road., All these were built
over one hundred years ago by
workers under the direction of Mr,
Fitzgerald, a master stone mason,
and are still in use. Today, under
the stress of a constant flow of
heavy traffic, undreamed of in the days
in which they were constructed, they
still stand solidly, a sturdy monu-
ment to those craftsmen of long ago,
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SAINT BERNARD'S TERRACE LONG AGO

In all the early accounts of
the appearance of Rockville each
writer mentions with great pride
"its triple streets, surpassing
anything near or far".

One writer recalls that before
the 1840's all| the land from
Saint Bernard's Terrace to School
Street was a "cultivated cornfield",
He tells that.the first buflding
to be erected there was a small
shop bufit for Mrs., Hoffman on the
site where the church now stands,
She rented it to Hawley King who
ran a drug store jn jt. He later
sold it to Drs. Jennings and
Bailey who continued doing business
there for many years,

The first dwelling house on
the Terrace was built on the site
of the church parking lot by Eli jah
Hulburt. The home next to this was

erected for Philo Ford and later
owned by Gilbert Ransom. Nelson
Kingsbury, the first agent for the
American Mill, built a long house
on the East corner.

On the other corner Horace
Vinton's house stood. It was
later moved to make room for the
Rectory. Mr. Vinton conducted a
grist mill and saw mill on the site
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where the American Mill was built
later, When land in the far West
was opened for settlement, Mr,
Vinton sold the property and |eft
for those distant parts, Harvey
King, who owned a number of stage=-
coaches that accommodated passengers
in and out of Rockville, purchased
it

The corner house with its build-
ings and land, from the Terrace to
School Street, was sold for $3,000,
On this parcel of land four large
brick schoolhouses, a hotel building,
many fine houses and the first St,
Bernard's church were erected,.

Below the Terrace and above
East Mainstreet, Middle Road ran,
Strong supporting walls made of
stone blocks from local quarries,
laid without cement, still hold
back the banks above them, The
stone steps of the stairway between
the three |evels are twelve to
fifteen inches apart, Perhaps men
fn olden days took longer strides
than men of today.,

Although the troughs used by
horses and oxen have vanished the
heavy rings to which they were tied
gstill remain implanted in the
lower level wall on East Main Street,
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THE IRON FOUNDRY

. Have you ever noticed the great
number of cast iron fences and rajl-
ings in the center of Rockville?®
These were made in the Rockville Iron
Foundry in the 1800's. This factory
was |ocated on East Main Street
between the American Mill and the
Rockville Leader buflding at about
the spot where Court Street begins,
It was owned and operated by Herbert
B. Murless in its later years,

It consisted of a |ittle cluster
of buildings with a driveway between
them, On the street side of this
passageway, below street level, was
a large pile of scrap iron, a pile
of pig iron and one of coke as wel|l
as smaller mounds of coal, saltpeter,
charcoal, vitrol, |ime and clay, all
the materials needed to make the
grey iron castings for which the
factory was noted.

In one of the buildings facing
the Hockanum River the pattern and
mold makers worked making wooden
molds by hand. Heat was provided
for this building by large coke=
burning salamanders. Hanging from.
pegs on the walls were patterns for
parts of textile making machines in
use in Rockville. These patterns
were used to make damp clay molds

14



of the parts to be cast in molten
iron. At the close of each day the
men working here would have a

great number of these clay molds
ready for the next day's pouring.,

Another of the buildings
housed the thick walled furnace,
Into the blazing) coke fire within
it were dumped scrap iron, pig iron
and flux. With huge bellows furn=-
ishing a forced draft it attained
a great heat, hot enough to melt
the iron., The slag was tapped off
the top and the molten iron poured
from the base of the furnace into
ladles and from them into the clay
molds., It took all night for it
to cool. The next morning the
castings were broken from the molds
and placed in the tumbling mill,

The tumbling mill was a large
revolving barrel, powered by an
electric motor and filled with
rawhide strips. Here, clanging
about all day to make their sur-
faces smooth, were the many pieces
of hardware cast the previous day,

This foundry was the principal
source of the many machine parts,
pulleys, gears and cogs used in the
textile industry locally, It also
made parts for grindstones, lawn
mowers and wood planes as we|| as
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parts for cotton mills in other
sections of the country. Hardware
items such as vises, hinges, coat
hooks, barrel swings, match boxes,
clamps, chest handles and shelf
brackets were produced in large
numbers. Stove, furnace and
factory grates were among their
large products.,

About 1924 Mr. Murless sold
the factory and retired., The new
owner specialized in making large
factory boiler grates for paper
mills all over this country, and
tripods or legs to support the
clothing racks used in retail
stores,

Although it has been over
fifty years since this foundry
closed, to this day the manhole
rims and covers that dot the
streets of Rockville still bear
the imprint "H. B. Murless",
mute evidence of his handiwork
and the lasting quality of the
products of the Rockville Iron
Foundry,
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PAPER MILL POND SAW MILL

In its earliest days Vernon
needed the many saw mills that were
built along the banks of its two rivers,
but as the building of houses s|owed
down, and the population gradually
changed from agriculture to
manufacturing, the need for mills
to saw logs into lumber decreased,
Finally, the one on Paper Mill Pond
alone remained.,

During the winter months farmers
spent much of their time in their
wood lots cutting trees for use as
fuel and lumber. Many of the farmers
in Tolland, Bolton and Coventry as
well as those of Vernon brought their
logs to the mill on Paper Nill pPond.
It was a common sight to see teams of
oxen pulling heavily loaded pungs
over the hard packed snow down
Grove Street on their way to the mill,
It was great fun for the boys of
those days to "hook" a ride on a pung
while the driver trudged alcng close
by his animals,

At the mill the Jarge, long
logs were carefully marked and saw-
ed into boards and slabs, Its last
owner, Mr, Bradley, with typical
Yankee ingenuity, had an arrangement
whereby the saw dust the saw made in
cutting the log was blown upward
through a long chute, across the
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driveway and into the furnace. This
fire heated the water in the boiler,
The steam thus produced pulled the

big saw, Often the farmer paid for
the sawing of his logs with boards

that had been sawed. Thus, the saw
mill soon became a lumber yard too.

A sight long to be remembered
was the five pair of oxen Jim Lathrop
drove in from Tolland., His best pair
were on ahead and his youngest pair
nearest the load. The drivers deep-
voiced "Gee" and "Haw" brought the
youngsters all along his route to
their front gates to watch such an
unusual sight,

The population of the Town of
Vernon remained about the same for
many years as young men Jleft the
farms for work in the cities, Coal
gradually became more widely used as
fuel and the demand for wood to
burn diminished, Thus the number of
loads of logs brought to the mill
dwindled until at last the town had
little need for such a large,
stationary saw mill, The site of
the mill on the south side of the
pond is now occupied by a varied
group of businesses,
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VANISHED MARKET STREET

From very early days Market
Street ran from 2 East Main Street
across Brooklyn Street up the hill
to 56 High Street, It served as as
the business hub of Tolland County
until 1966 when Redevelopment
obliterated it., This street cross-
ed the Hockanum River at a point
where the river cut a deep gorge
between huge rocks, A stout key-
stone arch bridge supported this
stone-paved street and its stone
slab sfidewalks,

Down the center of the street
ran the tracks over which the inter-
urban trolley passed on its way to
Stafford Springs. On each side of
the tracks there was just enough
room for a team of horses to pass,
In the early 1900's on Saturday
nights this street was crowded with
shoppers from all the towns around,
The teams that came in were tied up
all along the lower wall on East
Main Street, for it was but a short
walk from there to all the stores
fn Rockville center,

At the south end, at the corner
of Market and Brooklyn Streets
stood White's Opera House, a huge
wooden structure that had once
served as a church in Ellfington., In
fts large hall all types of enter-
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